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“What we have done for our-

selves alone dies with us: 

what we have done for others 

and the world remains and is 

immortal.”         ~ Albert Pike 

 

In November of 2017, A Place 

for You celebrated its five year 

anniversary. It’s a relatively 

short period of time, but yet 

amazing things have taken 

place. Since 2012 the shelter 

received 1,614 calls from 

people experiencing home-

lessness and provided ser-

vices to 353. 

 

In 2017 the board continued 

to focus on providing guid-

ance and support to staff and 

shelter residents. Board mem-

bers contribute time and tal-

ent as well as actively partici-

pate in fundraising endeav-

ors. The gala was successful 

and exceeded expectations. 

Progressive dinners were held 

in Sandstone and Rush City. A 

Blue Christmas event was 

held in Pine City on December 

21st, the longest night of the 

year to remember our 

neighbors who find them-

selves homeless. While pro-

gressive dinners provide a 

small but necessary source of 

income, it is also an excellent 

opportunity to educate and 

inform communities about A 

Place for You. 

 

Financial support continues to 

be a challenge for the shelter. 

For the past 2 years, A Place 

for You has participated in a 

non-profit financial resiliency 

program sponsored by the 

Initiative Foundation. We re-

ceived grant money and ex-

tensive training to start a 

social enterprise to help us 

achieve long term financial 

resiliency and sustainability. 

After instruction in value 

propositions, strategy map-

ping, the role of capital and 

building a business model, we 

finally focused on a thrift fur-

niture store, Furnishings for 

You, which will open in 

spring/summer of 2018. 

Meanwhile grants from vari-

ous organizations provided 

computers for staff and much 

needed funds to help with 

extensive repair costs to our 

building. Hopefully another 

grant will help finish the re-

maining work that needs to 

be done. 

 

It was a challenging and re-

warding year. In 2018 we will 

continue to work on financial 

sustainability, develop strong 

leadership among board 

members and attract volun-

teers who will serve specific 

needs and support residents 

during and after their stay at 

the shelter. 

The shelter remains a place of 

refuge and hope for those in a 

desolate place. Your support 

and contributions are so 

greatly appreciated. We con-

tinue to embrace our mission 

which is to “empower the 

homeless to transition into a 

more stable future.” 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD  

March,  2018  

2017 Board Members 

 
CO-CHAIRS: 
  Pam Greden 
  Nancy Mach 
 
VICE-CHAIR: 
  Teresa Hasbrook 
 
SECRETARY: 
  Carol VanderHorck 
 
TREASURER: 
  Deb Eck 
 
DIRECTORS: 
  Kim Brubaken   
  Melissa Chinn 
  Wayne Eller 
  Frank Grundmeier 
  Sharon Lawrence 
  Robert Musgrove 
  Vicki VanderVegt 
  Marlene Zak 

A Place for You . . . where do I 

start?  

 

From the moment I walked 

through these doors, I knew 

that this is my safe place. The 

hardest thing for me to do was 

walk through these doors. The 

second I walked in I was 

greeted with a warm smile and 

comfort. Somebody cared 

about me even though they 

didn’t know me. They didn’t 

care about my past. They 

cared about me.  

 

I am so grateful for A Place for 

You. There is no other shelter 

that allows you to stay all day. 

It would be such a wonderful 

thing and it would help so 

many people in so many ways 

if we could open up more 

shelters exactly like this 

place.  

 

To the kindness and this 

Place. I’m truly grateful. 

 

 

Executive Director: 

 
  Linda Thomson 
  
Case Management Aide: 

 
  Cindi Nybeck 
 
Staff: 

 
  Jeannie Brown   
  Ann Carlson 
  Ron Goehrig 
  Cindy Gust 
  Sherri Howe   
  Nina Niedenfuer 
  Lisa Sawin 
  Joan Sullivan 
  Theresa Warwas 

RESI DENT  TESTI MO NIA L  
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“Open our eyes that we 

might see our own face, 

reflected in a stranger . . 

. To walk in the ways 

of  fairness and 

equality."   

Deborah Cooper  

SHELTER NEWS 

Wow! Our 4th Annual Giving 

Gala at Grand Casino Hinck-

ley on October 13, 2017 was 

absolutely incredible! We are 

so grateful for everyone’s 

generosity and commitment 

to powering our mission to 

provide a safe place for those 

in distress where dignity and 

respect are the foundations of 

our services. Thank you to all 

the table sponsors, busi-

nesses, auction donors, vol-

unteers, and guests. It’s be-

cause of your generosity that 

we were able to raise over 

$34,000! Your dedication to 

our mission is humbling and 

inspiring, and we can’t say 

thank you enough! 

FULL TABLE: 

Atscott Manufacturing Co. 

Biever—Smith Family 

Educators Financial Services  

Frank and Jane Grundmeier 

Steve and Becky Hallan 

Dave and Mary Jo Mettler 

Jim and Mary Kay Sloan 

Therapeutic Services Agency 

Inc. 

Carol VanderHorck 

HALF TABLE: 

Kim Brubaken 

New Horizon Thrift Store 

Cavallin Ford 

Cloverleaf Chapter #4 Dis-

abled American Veterans 

Coldwell Banker Burnett 

First Light Health Systems 

Karl Greden and Danielle 

DuToit 

Pam Greden 

Robert and Janet Musgrove 

and Kevin and Carrie Hofstad 

Byron and Nancy Mach 

Neighborhood Bank 

Northwoods Bank 

Pine Eye Associates 

Pine Tax and Accounting, LLC 

 

Thank You to the 

John and Bonnie Schlagel 

Endowment,  

a Donor Advised Fund of the 

Initiative Foundation  

and Nancy and Wayne Eller 

for their support of the Gala 

 

Thank You to Auctioneer Jim 

Jorgenson for donating his 

services for our live auction, 

to Cindy Novy for the table 

centerpieces, to Tony Roberto 

for musical entertainment and 

to all the volunteers who con-

tributed.  

 

Working together . . . makes it 

happen! 

G I V I N G  G A L A  

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T  

At A Place for You we have 

had an amazing year. Our 

residents and staff have been 

working diligently to move 

residents from homeless to 

housed. In 2013 our average 

length of stay was 54 days 

and in 2017 our average 

length of stay was 35 days.  

By shortening the length of 

stay we are able to serve 

more people. We are also 

seeing an increase in the 

number of people who are 

moving into housing. Previ-

ously we were at a rate of 

43% of our residents moving 

into permanent housing. In 

2017 50% of our residents 

moved into permanent hous-

ing. 

 

In 2017 we also were able to 

stabilize some funding 

through the State Housing 

with Supports program 

(formally GRH). We also ap-

plied for Adult Mental Health 

Initiative funding to support 

our Mental Health Outreach 

Worker for 2018. We worked 

hard to improve services, 

reduce barriers, and increase 

funding. 

We are hoping 2018 will be 

full of new opportunities, 

funding options, and suc-

cesses. The support from 

individual donors and the 

community as a whole warms 

my heart. The residents are 

great to work 

with and appre-

ciate all we do 

and you do. 

 

In closing, I 

want to let eve-

ryone know I 

have submitted 

my resignation. 

I have enjoyed 

my time at A 

Place for You 

and while I will 

miss working 

here, it is my 

intention to 

continue to 

support A Place 

for You in other 

ways. I am hoping to volun-

teer and help out as much as 

I can. I will not be working in 

another position but will con-

tinue to do foster care and 

enjoy my life with my new 

husband. 
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T H A N K  Y O U !  

DuToit 

Grace Lutheran Sandstone 

Karen Krantz 

Pam Greden 

Paul and Mary Sauser 

Immaculate Conception Pine 

City 

Brian and Judy Scholin 

Journey North Pine City 

National Financial Services 

John and Toni Barry 

Educators Financial Services—

Kent Schutte 

First Presbyterian Hinckley 

Missions 

Rush City Sno-Bugs 

Larry Sederstrom 

 

$500-$999 

Steve and Kim Brubaken 

Gene and Darlene Biever 

Frank and Jane Grundmeier 

Dean and Annette Freiheit 

Pizza Hut 

Atscott Mfg. John Norris 

Steve and Becky Hallan 

Tim and Dawne Erhart 

Therapeutic Services Agency 

George and Marita Haberman 

Mary Connelly 

Miles Smith 

Pat and Mary Kay Brautigan 

Don Lund and Elisa Mill 

Linda Thomson 

Long Lake Lutheran 

Mary Zajicek 

Emmaline Dunkley 

Annie Mach and Dan Rausch 

Kevin and Carrie Hofstad 

Cambridge Lutheran 

Bike and Build 

Cloverleaf Disabled American 

Vets 

Peter and Wendy Leibel 

Pine Tax and Accounting 

RCF 

Recycled Wardrobes 

United Way 

Mark VanderHorck 

WELCA of St Anthony Park 

Zion Lutheran Cloverdale 

Tauna Donaldson 

 

$250—$499 

Paul and Teena Bacigalupi 

Lawrence and Helen Biever 

Teresa Hasbrook 

St Mary’s Mora 

Cavallin Ford 

First Light Health Systems 

David and Diane Landgrebe 

Robert and Janet Musgrove 

Northwoods Bank 

Pine Eye Associates 

Thrivent Kanabec-Pine City 

Chapter 

Dorothy and Lee Dybvig 

Michael and Mary Ellen 

Sauser 

Terry and Rebecca Turnquist 

BJ Allen and Jason Edens 

Council of Catholic Women 

Pine City 

Daniel and Carrie Verville 

Steven and Laura 

McCaughan 

Joseph and Tamara Plasek 

Jeff and Sue Hughes 

Pam Jambeck 

Grace Lutheran Mora 

LuAnn Alleman 

Tony Bacigalupi 

Broekema Beltway USA Inc. 

Wendy and Robert Nelson 

PARTNERS and GRANTORS: 

Adult Mental Health Initiative-

Central MN Community Foun-

dation 

Central MN Jobs and Training 

Carlton County 

Chisago County 

East Central Energy 

FEMA 

Greater Pine Area Endowment 

Initiative Foundation 

Isanti County 

Kanabec County 

Lakes and Pines Community 

Action Council 

Mille Lacs County 

New Horizon Thrift Store 

Open Your Heart to the Hun-

gry and Homeless 

Pine County 

State of MN Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Thrivent Financial for Luther-

ans 

Salvation Army 

 

$3000 and ABOVE 

Jim and Mary Kay Sloan 

Carol VanderHorck 

Andrew and Ellen Bosl 

Pizza Pub, Rick Herzog 

Glen and Kathleen Winchell 

 

$1000—$2999 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church 

Wayne and Nancy Eller 

John and Bonnie Schlagel 

Donor Advised Fund of the 

Initiative Foundation 

Lyndon and Ann Hagestuen 

Deborah Eck 

Dave and Mary Jo Mettler 

Greg and Sherry Elliot 

Byron and Nancy Mach 

First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Rush City 

John and Tracie Kreighbaum 

Pine City Evangelical Free 

Church 

Karl Greden and Danielle 

MISSION: 
A Place For You 
Transitional Shelter 
serves as a safe place for 
people in distress. We 
provide for basic needs 
and offer guidance and 
resources that give life 
changing alternatives to 
residents while 
respecting the potential 
and dignity inherent in 
each individual. 

PARTNERS AND DONORS  

PURPOSE: 
To supply basic human 
needs for those finding 
themselves homeless. In 
partnership with other 
organizations, we offer 
individualized, 
supportive services to 
assist those persons to 
find affordable, 
permanent housing and 
work toward self-
sufficiency. 

VISION: 
Our vision is to create a 
community where there 
is no homelessness. 



A Place For You 

220 3rd Ave SE 

Pine City, MN 55063 
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Brian and Deidre Groshen 

Kathleen Hartl 

Joe and Marge Hobson 

Doyle and Vicki Jelsing 

KBEK 95.5 FM 

Tor and Erin Kindem 

Kenneth and Linda Kroschel 

Howard Ledin 

A.O. Oehriein 

Ilene Olson 

Cary and Janet Rootkie 

Elaine Schneider 

Betty Stoffel 

Kathryn and Richard Trumble 

Linda Vanderworf 

Adam and Emily Schoh 

Alison Mach 

Neal Wickert 

Thomas Donnelly 

 

Under $100 

First Presbyterian Pine City 

IBC Charcoal Inc. 

Michael and Mary Long 

Peter and Pam Matteson 

Cindy Rolain Frets 

Zion Lutheran Markville 

Patricia Connelly 

Amelia and Nathan Frazer 

Charrie Vanvleet 

Catherine Anderson 

James Azarski 

Beth Cruz 

Todd Fogelberg 

Sarah and Doug Frye-Nave 

Girl Scout Troop 2751 

Rev. Fredrick and Heather 

Hanson 

Thomas and Lois Hesselroth 

Christine and Ryan Johnson 

Jacquelyn Larson 

Kurt and Theresa Lauber 

Cindy Novy 

Ann and Thomas Olson 

Mark and Sue Osterdyk 

Ovick Consulting LLC 

Donna and Robert Ritter 

Cheryl and Michael Sacco 

Barbara and Rudolph Schmidt 

$250—$499 

Lois Splittgerber 

James and Marlene Zak 

Eric Curran-Bakken 

Town & Country Insurance 

Elizabeth Shabaker 

 

$100—$249 

Emmanuel Lutheran Sand-

stone 

Robert and Teresa Heggernes 

First Presbyterian Women 

Pine City 

Laura and Christopher Miller 

Marina Vork 

Nancy Kay Ackley 

East Central Energy 

Sandy and Lee Guilliams 

Hawkinson Electric 

Royce and Susan Johnson 

Timothy and Kelly Nelson 

Robert and Marie Paulson 

Jerry Smith 

G and B Mollberg 

Dave and Pam Hogberg 

Tim and Sherry Burkstrand 

Helen Campbell 

Jane and Wally Connaker 

Daniel and Debbie Dahlberg 

Fritz and Penny Hudlow 

Jack and Christy Koch 

Pine Gardeners 

Joan and David Bloemendaal 

William and Rebecca Gaede 

John and Ardelle Oare 

Jodell and Craig Schultz 

Jillene and Kevin Bolejack 

Marvin and Mary Ann Nelson 

Dale and Ann Marie Carlson 

Richard and Sharon Lawrence 

Michael and Vicki Piha 

Reese Frederickson 

Olson Chapel Funeral and 

Cremation Service 

John and Kathy Arola 

Askov Senior Citizens 

Michael and Debbie Bolen 

Melissa Chinn 

Helen Clarke 

Donald and Jerelyn Delak 

Friendship Assembly of God 

Larry and Linda Soderbeck 

Mark and Roxanne Soderbeck 

Kathryn Sosnowchik 

Margery Swanson 

VFW Auxillary Novak-Milliren 

Post #4258-D 

Doris and Harvey Volk 

Heath and Sharon Weaver 

Janice Williams Graff 

Kathryn Wimmer 

Becky Anderson 

Karen & Dennis Guthmueller 

Ronald and Lois Levin 

James and Anna Reiser 

Floyd and Janice Nettleton 

Cary Bardell 

Karla and Alan Blake 

Levi and Sarah Brautigan 

Katherine and Thomas Mach 

Loren and Arlene Rabe 

Dorothy Stockamp 

Deutsch/Murray 

Kenneth and Janet Haeg 

Jeffery and Bonnie Menigo 

Robert Shuey 

Glen and Carolyn Holmstrom 

Shaun and Jennifer Aleman 

Carl and Carole Anderson 

Renae Berg 

Richard and Linda Brodersen 

Patricia Christofferson 

Michael and Deborah Don-

nelly 

Greater Horizons 

Vernon and Cynthia Koepp 

Jim and Mary Kremer 

Susan and Karl Morris 

Virginia Paradise 

Frances Perreault 

Doug and Vicky Pieper 

Margaret Rancourt 

Juanita Rosa 

Patrick and Lillian Waldera 

Kara and Dylan Walker 

Susan Williams 

Mary Anderson 

Josette Koets 

Larry and Rosie Perreault 

Phone: 320-438-7070 

Fax: 320-438-7071 

E-mail: info@apfy.org 

Addressing Homelessness in East Central 
Minnesota 

Find us online: 

www.apfy.org 

DONORS 
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www.facebook.com/a-place-for-you 


